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Site Investigation and Discovery
Once identified, a preliminary 
investigation assesses whether there is a 
potentially serious risk to human health 
and/or the environment. The seriousness
of the current or potential risks to human 
health and the environment is ranked 
according to specific guidlelines.

National Priorities List
If the problems are deemed serious by EPA, the 
site is put on the NPL. Once an Army facility  is 
placed on the NPL it becomes eligible for 
Department of Defense funds specifically marked for cleanup.

Remedial Investigation
This is the point in the Superfund process when the site is 
  characterized in detail. It assesses how serious the 
    contamination is, what kinds of contaminants are present and 
       characterizes potential risks to the community.

Feasibility Study
An engineering study that evaluates potential cleanup methods. 

Proposed Plan
A proposed plan is issued to summarize site 
              cleanup alternatives and identify the preferred 
                cleanup option.

Public Comments
Public comments may be given at 
   each major stage of the Superfund process. 
      Each public comment period is held for a minimum 
       of 30 days. Citizens may provide comments either 
          orally at public meeetings or through written 
             correspondence.

Record of Decision
A Record of Decision (ROD) detailing the selected 
remedy is issued. The ROD includes a summary that 
  addressses  comments received during the public 
       comment period.

Remedial Design
The Remedial Design defines
   the precise methods and technical 
      specifications for the selected 
        cleanup actions.

Remedial Action
The Remedial Action is the
     acutal cleanup of the site.

In May 1994, EPA designated Soldier Systems 
Center a federal Superfund site and listed it on the 
National Priorities List (NPL). Once an Army 
facility is placed on the NPL it becomes eligible for
Department of Defense funds marked specifically for 
the cleanup. 

The Superfund program is one of the nation’s most 
ambitious and complex environmental programs. Congress 
created Superfund in 1980 when it passed the Comprehensive 
Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act 
(CERCLA). CERCLA arose from a need to protect people from the
 dangers posed  by abandoned or uncontrolled hazardous waste sites. 

Ongoing Activities
Community Meetings

These are scheduled during the 
investigation and cleanup process 

to keep residents informed 
and encourage public involvement.
Emergency Removal Activities

EPA can conduct emergency 
removal actions at any

 time during the 
investigation and 

cleanup 
process.  
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